
CITY OF MORRO BAY  

PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY BOARD 

AGENDA 
 

 

The City of Morro Bay is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of the quality of life. 

The City shall be committed to this purpose and will provide a level of municipal service and 

safety consistent with and responsive to the needs of the public. 
 

Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Veteran’s Memorial Building - 6:00 P.M. 

209 Surf Street, Morro Bay, CA 
 

 

Matt Makowetski, Chair 

Ron Burkhart          Deborah Owen 

Janith Goldman   Marlys McPherson 

Stephen Shively   David Sozinho 

      

ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 

MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Members of the audience wishing to address the Board on City business matters other than 
scheduled items may do so at this time. To increase the effectiveness of the Public Comment 
Period, the following rules shall be followed: 

 When recognized by the Chair, please come forward to the podium and state your name 
and address for the record. Board meetings are audio and video recorded and this 
information is voluntary and desired for the preparation of minutes. 

 Comments are to be limited to three minutes. 
 All remarks shall be addressed to the Board, as a whole, and not to any individual 

member thereof. 
 The Board respectfully requests that you refrain from making slanderous, profane or 

personal remarks against any elected official, commission and/or staff. 
 Please refrain from public displays or outbursts such as unsolicited applause, comments 

or cheering. 
 Any disruptive activities that substantially interfere with the ability of the Board to carry 

out its meeting will not be permitted and offenders will be requested to leave the meeting. 
 Your participation in Board meetings is welcome and your courtesy will be appreciated. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Public Services Department at (805) 772-6264.  
Notification 24 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
A. CONSENT CALENDAR 

A-1 Approval of Minutes of March 12, 2014 Special Meeting  
Recommendation: Approve minutes. 

 
A-2 Approval of Minutes of April 17, 2014 Meeting  

Recommendation: Approve minutes.   
  

A-3 Director’s Report  
 Recommendation: Receive and file. 
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This Agenda is available for copying at Mills Copy Center and at the Public Library 

 
 
B. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
C. NEW BUSINESS  

C-1 Appointment of Public Works Advisory Board Member to the Water Reclamation 
Facility (WRF) Citizen’s Advisory Committee - Verbal Presentation 

 
C-2 Review of 2014 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Proposed Projects - Verbal 

Presentation 
 

D. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

E. ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourn to the Public Works Advisory Board regular meeting for a facilities tour starting at 
the Public Services Department, 955 Shasta Avenue, on Thursday, August 21, 2014 at 4:00 
p.m. 

 

 
This agenda is subject to amendment up to 72 hours prior to the date and time set for the meeting.  Please 
refer to the agenda posted at the Public Services Department, 955 Shasta Avenue, for any revisions or call 
the department at 772-6264 for further information. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection during normal business 
hours in the Public Services Department, at Mill’s/ASAP, 495 Morro Bay Boulevard, or the Morro Bay 
Library, 695 Harbor, Morro Bay, CA 93442, or online at www.morro-bay.ca.us/pwab . Materials related 
to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Board after publication of the Agenda packet are available for 
inspection at the Public Services Department during normal business hours or at the scheduled meeting. 
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SYNOPSIS MINUTES – MORRO BAY PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY BOARD 

SPECIAL MEETING – MARCH 12, 2014 

VETERAN’S HALL – 6:00 P.M. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Matt Makowetski    Chairperson 

Janith Goldman   Board Member   

Marlys McPherson   Board Member  

Deborah Owen   Board Member   

Ron Burkhart     Vice-Chairperson  

Stephen Shively   Board Member 

 

STAFF: Rob Livick    Public Services Director 

  Rick Sauerwein   Capital Projects Manager 

  Damaris Hanson    Engineering Technician IV 

 

   

ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 

MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

 

A. WORKSHOP 

 

Livick provided an update on water and presented the Water Conservation Measures and Retrofit program.  

 

Boardmember McPherson asked what percent of water is being used by residents, commercial, and 

landscaping.  Livick stated between 85-90 % are residential and 15 % commercial, noting the City does not 

keep track of irrigation use.   

 

Boardmember Shively asked what sets the acre feet per year amount.  Livick stated it is based on planned 

capacity, noting the community uses about 1170 acre feet per year, the Desal plant produced 645 acre feet 

from salt water, and on the brackish water side, full production is about 11 acre per feet. 

 

Boardmember Owen asked about permanent conservation and if there is a way to promote long term 

conservation.  Livick stated keeping the message out in the public to continue to conserve with easy tips as 

well as surveys.  

 

Boardmember Burkhart questioned the efficiency of tankless water heaters stating that he had heard they 

don’t last very long.  Livick stated he doesn’t have any direct experience, but asked if any of the contractors 

in the audience has experience with them.    

 

Chairperson Makowetski opened Public Comment period. 

AGENDA ITEM:       A-1       

 

DATE: _ June 19, 2014_________                  

 

ACTION:     
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Gordon Thomas, Morro Bay resident, recommended desalting sea water to increase potable water supply.  

Thomas also suggested a massive desalting the plant could generate revenue for the City and help solve 

water supply shortages in outlying areas.  

 

Chris Parker, Morro Bay resident, local architect and builder, stated he has used tankless water heaters 

designed for the whole house and has had no problems with them. Parker suggested using a grey water 

system from the washing machine for irrigation.  

 

Chairperson Makowetski asked about limitations using grey water.  Livick stated it is allowable in the 

plumbing code, noting if used for irrigation it needs to do be subsurface.  

 

Paul Nagy, Morro Bay resident, asked if the water that comes from the Waste Water Treatment Plant is 

clean enough for car washing.  Livick stated not presently.  Nagy suggested increasing the use of non-

potable water, look at increased use of the hot water recirculation system, and advocated a reasonable 

increase in water impact fees.  Nagy also suggested exploratory drilling in the hills behind Panorama to see 

if there is water up there.  

 

Kirk Najarian, Morro Bay resident, stated residents should be working on being self-sufficient and not 

having to rely on State water, or generating new sources of water supply.   

 

Cathy Novak, Morro Bay resident, suggested recirculating water pumps for new homes and retrofitting 

existing older homes.  

 

Michael Lucas, Morro Bay resident and local architect, endorses conservation and suggested putting in a 

grey water system for larger scale new single family homes.  

 

John Heading, Morro Bay resident, asked if there is a plan to communicate new policies that are adapted to 

the Community. He asked what resources the City has for enforcement and will residents be held 

accountable for excessive water usage.  He also, suggested using solar panels for production to run the Desal 

plant.   

 

Chairperson Makowetski closed the Public Comment period.  

 

Boardmember Burkhart asked what it would cost to get rain barrels or tankless water heaters.  Livick stated 

City is looking into rebate programs.  

 

Boardmember Owen asked what is the policing of the water usage for residents.  Livick stated that all staff 

members are out and about in the community, while not part of their regular job duties but do some 

educating while out on daily routines with pamphlets and cards.   

 

Sauerwein suggested neighbors should be good examples for one another by reducing irrigation for 

landscaping with xeroscaping, which uses native plants that require little water usage.  

 

Boardmember Shively stated using a high pressure low volume pressure washer compared to a garden hose.  

Livick stated the City is trying to come up with more efficient cleanup methods on the waterfront and liked 

the high pressure washer idea.   
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Boardmember McPherson asked what the cost is for water smart ideas and who pays for it.  Livick stated it 

would come out of water rates.  Livick also stated the program for the first year is about $1.20 per month per 

customer and drops to about half the second year.  

 

Boardmember McPherson asked if there are any types of landscaping for new single family residents.  

Livick stated there is a landscaping guideline.   

 

Gar Salsgaber, Morro Bay resident asked about percolating systems.  

 

Gordon Thomas suggested replacing lawns with fake lawns as it will kill weeds, let rain infiltrate, and is a 

good way to conserve water.   

 

Livick stated anyone who wants to provide comments can email staff.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled Public Works Advisory Board Meeting 

at the Veteran’s Hall, 209 Surf St., on Thursday, April 17, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
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SYNOPSIS MINUTES – MORRO BAY PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING – APRIL 17, 2014  

VETERAN’S HALL – 6:00 P.M. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Matt Makowetski    Chairperson 

Ron Burkhart     Vice-Chairperson  

Janith Goldman   Board Member   

Marlys McPherson   Board Member  

Deborah Owen   Board Member   

David Sozinho    Board Member 

 

STAFF: Rob Livick    Public Services Director 

  Rick Sauerwein   Capital Projects Manager 

Barry Rands     Associate Civil Engineer 

   

 

ESTABLISH QUORUM AND CALL TO ORDER 

MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Chairperson Makowetski opened Public Comment period. 

 

Robert Davis, Morro Bay Bike Committee representative, presented the Board with a copy of the bike map 

noting it was a collaborative effort with SLOCOG Rideshare, the Public Services Department, Hay 

Printing, the SLO Bicycle Club and the Tourism Bureau.    

 

Jim Pauly, Morro Bay resident, stated he would like see all streets in the hillside area above Ironwood be 

done in the upcoming fiscal year and suggested when working on the streets to underground utilities.   

 

Chairperson Makowetski stated he received e-mails from Nancy Bast, resident on Fairview, stating she 

would like speed control signs posted in her area with MPH painted on the streets, and from Blue Heron 

Trailer Park residents expressing concern with paving in the trailer park.  

 

Chairperson Makowetski closed Public Comment period. 

 

A. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A-1  Approval of Minutes of February 29, 2014 Meeting 

Recommendation: Approve minutes. 

 

MOTION:  Board Member Shively moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Vice 

Chairperson Burkhart and carried unanimously. (7-0) 

AGENDA ITEM:       A-2       

 

DATE:         June 19, 2014                    

 

ACTION:     
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A-2 Director’s Report – Verbal Report 

Recommendation: Receive and file. 

 

Boardmember Goldman asked if the average water usage listed of 90 gal per day per person is low. Livick 

replied it is low for California noting the central coast is among the lowest in the State. 

 

Boardmember Shively asked if the sidewalks on Beach Street between Main Street and the Embarcadero 

were existing or if they are all brand new. Livick replied they are all new sidewalks.  

 

Boardmember McPherson asked if the water conservation efforts are enough or if more is needed. Livick 

replied people have done what is reasonable and the City has seen a reasonable reduction in water use for 

this water year. 

 

Burkhart asked how citizens contact the city regarding pot holes.  Livick stated Let Us Know on the City’s 

website is the correct way to contact the city regarding issues.  

 

Boardmember Sozinho asked for an update on the permit from the California Coastal Commission for the 

Desalination plant. Livick stated the City is working the Commission on providing information requested 

and is looking at an outside firm to get the process moving forward.  

 

Chairperson Makowetski asked is a water year. Livick stated the State Water program uses the calendar 

year and the County is based on rain cycle which runs from June to May. Makowetski stated he met with 

Bruce Keogh of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, noting that the City would like people to not throw away 

napkins in the toilet. Livick stated any woven product like makeup wipes, floor mop wipes and the like 

should not be put in the toilet.       

 

Chairperson Makowetski asked where the sidewalk projects are going to be installed. Sauerwein stated 

Beach Street, Main south of Pacific, Pacific at Main, Dunes between Monterey and Main, and Main just 

north of Dunes. Livick noted these projects were funded through CDBG program for gap closures. 

 

B. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

C. NEW BUSINESS  

 

C-1 City Participation in FEMA’s Community Rating System 

 

Barry Rands presented the FEMA staff report.  

 

Boardmember McPherson, Rands and Livick discussed the Flood Plain Ordinance and what City facilities 

are located in the flood plain. 

 

Boardmember Shively and Rands discussed the vertical datum changes, how many revisions have been 

made to the ordinance since original adoption, whether or not the acreage in the flood plain increased with 

the revision, and where most of the City’s flood plains are located.   

 

Boardmember Sozinho and Rands discussed the percentage of residential versus commercial properties in 

the flood plain. 

 

Boardmember Goldman and Rands discussed how the City could increase its rating.  
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Boardmembers Owen, Shively and staff discussed what constitutes insurable flooding with FEMA.  

 

C-2 Seimens Presentation:  Energy and Cost Savings 

 

Ernest Kim, Seimens representative, presented the Energy Efficiency and Modernization Project report. 

 

Boardmember Burkhart, Livick and Kim discussed customer billing as it relates to more accurately 

measuring water useage and its impact on future customer rate increases. 

 

Boardmember Goldman stated her support for the project. 

 

Boardmember Sozinho and Kim discussed financing options, timing for implementation, and local job 

opportunities. 

 

Boardmember Shively and Kim discussed who lines up the financing for the City, how meter reading cost 

savings were calculated, and interior heating and lighting savings.  

 

Boardmember McPherson and Kim discussed the percentage of cost savings coming from water meters 

versus the other facility infrastructure changes, who owns the water meters and whether or not additional 

items could be looked at in the more detailed audit. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski and Kim discussed the financial cost to the City if it does not go through with the 

project after the investment grade audit is completed.   

 

Vice Chairperson Burkhart and Kim discussed the cost savings, including how they are calculated. 

 

Sauerwein and Kim discussed who is at risk for changes to the baseline usage. Kim noted it would be 

Seimens. 

 

Boardmember Shively and Kim discussed automatic meter readers and how they work, noting it is wireless. 

 

Boardmember Owen stated she is supportive of recommending this to the City Council for further review 

noting she likes that the City is trying to be proactive instead of reactive. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski and Livick discussed the benefits of moving forward with the project.  

 

Vice Chairperson Burkhart, Livick and Sauerwein discussed whether or not other companies were looked 

at for the same type of project. 

 

MOTION: Boardmember Shively moved to recommend the City Council initiate a letter of intent to 

Seimens. The motion was seconded by Boardmember Goldman and passed. (6-0-1, Vice Chairperson 

Burkhart abstained) 

 

C-3 Approval of the Updated Sewer System Management Plan 

 

Bruce Keogh presented the staff report.  

 

Chairperson Makowetski and Keogh discussed upcoming capital improvements.  
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Boardmember Shively, Keogh and Sauerwein discussed whether or not a head works would be used when 

the plant moves.  

 

Keogh stated members of the public as well as the Board are welcome to tour the plant. 

 

MOTION: Boardmember Shively moved to recommend the City Council approve the updated Sewer 

System Management Plan as written. Boardmember McPherson seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. (7-0) 

 

C-4  Review of List from Morro Bay Citizens Bike Committee List of Unmet Bicycle Needs 

 

Livick presented the staff report. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski opened Public Comment period. 

 

Robert Davis, Morro Bay Bike Committee Chair, expressed appreciation to Livick for taking out the 

bollards, noting there may be better ways to prevent cars from entering the bike path. He requested signs be 

put up prohibiting golf carts on bike paths and request placing the pavement repair of the Class 1 bike path 

from Coral, Morro Bay High School and the PG&E driveway on the high priority list using risk 

management funds. 

 

Caitlin Sullivan, Morro Bay resident, stated she almost hit a pole on a bike path she was riding on when she 

looked away for just a couple of seconds. 

 

Dave Aubrect, San Luis Obispo Bike Club Bicycle Advocate, expressed excitement about the bike path for 

the Morro Creek Bridge project, the repainting of lane striping and agreed with Davis about repairing the 

Class 1 path through Cloisters and the High School. He requested more bike parking be installed and stated 

the area is a mecca for bicycle tourism. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski closed Public Comment period. 

 

Boardmember Shively stated supports the idea of installing bike corrals but would also like to see 

enforcement of them and citing those who park their bike on the sidewalk and not in the corral. 

 

Boardmember Owen and Livick discussed how the projects were ranked. 

 

Boardmember Shively and Livick discussed bike corrals versus striping the area for bike parking. Livick 

noted the City has a bike rack donation program. 

 

Boardmember McPherson asked if the Morro Bay Bicycle Committee has ranked the projects or have 

preferences. 

 

Boardmembers, Livick and Davis discussed projects and the Board identified priorities to include: 

1. Replace bollards in the center of Class I bike paths with flexible delineator posts. 

2. Provide more bike parking facilities at popular destinations. 

3. Address tree root encroachment underneath the Class I multi-use trail from Main Street to the 

Cloisters. 

4. Extend the Harborwalk north from Morro Creek to south end of the Morro Bay-Cayucos connecter. 

5. Refresh bike lane painting as needed throughout the City. 

 



Public Works Advisory Board  April 17, 2014 

MOTION: Boardmember Burkhart moved to forward the Unmet Bicycle Needs list to the City Council 

with priority projects being numbers 2, 3, 6, 10 and 11.  Boardmember McPherson seconded the motion 

and the motion passed unanimously. (7-0) 

 

C-5 Streets Summit: A Review of the 2013/2014 Activities and Recommendations for Future Work 

  

Sauerwein presented the street maintenance priories report. 

 

Boardmember Shively and staff discussed ADA and pedestrian access in relation to north Morro Bay and 

potential use of funding for streets projects from the water fund. 

 

Boardmember Sozinho expressed appreciation that street work is distributed throughout the City and not 

just in one area. 

 

Boardmember Goldman and staff discussed how the street work would be funded. 

 

Chairperson Makowetski and Sauerwein discussed the list of streets worked on 2013/2014.  

 

MOTION: Boardmember McPherson moved to submit the Street Summit Review of 2013/2014 Activities 

and Recommendations for Future Work to the City Council as written. Boardmember Shively seconded the 

motion and the motion passed unanimously. (7-0) 

 

D. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 WWTP Tour 

 

E. ADJOURNMENT 

Adjourn at 8:44 p.m. to the next Public Works Advisory Board meeting at the Veteran’s Memorial 

Building, 209 Surf Street, on Thursday, June 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
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