Cindy Jacinth

DATE: September 14, 2016
TO: General Plan Advisory Committee
FROM: Barbara Doerr, Morro Bay Resident

We live in beautiful Morro Bay with natural resources all around us. That’s why we live here. | believe Morro Bay
residents appreciate our natural resources and want to protect and share them as well as our small town
character. However, active outdoor recreational areas/sport fields are important too. Our ten year old grandson
lives with us and we are always going elsewhere for many activities. For example: SLO or A-Town skate parks,
baseball practice in SLO because our two baseball fields are busy or closed, and baseball practice in Cayucos.

We would like to see more active recreational facilities (baseball and soccer/football fields) in Morro Bay and see
such a goal incorporated into the new General Plan.

The Community Baseline Report states that we have more than adequate parks in Morro Bay (5 acres per 1000
residents). We believe the 49 acres identified (Table 11.5) plus the 5 acres of natural areas shown in the report is
too high, and much of the acreage is not owned by the City and could be lost forever to other uses. Please add park
ownership to Table 115.

1. Table 11.5: Please review accuracy of “Table 11.5 Community-Based Parks in Morro Bay” and include land
ownership. Acreage seems to be inaccurate on the high side. Park areas not owned by the City or any other
public agency are included in the Table 11.5 (Lila Keiser, Bike Park).

e Lila Keiser Park: The 10 acre Lila Keiser Park, the largest park in Morro Bay, is actually owned by Dynegy
not the City. Also, this privately owned, publicly operated park is the only park with a picnic shelter and
BBQ area. It contains the only two baseball fields in Morro Bay and soccer field. These baseball fields are
very important to the kids in Morro Bay. Yes, the MBHS has baseball fields but are generally locked and for
high school usage.

e Coleman Park: Coleman Park is shown as a 9 acres park. Maybe the City meant .9 acre? How can
Coleman Park be considered or calculated to be as large as Del Mar Park which is 9 acres? Look at “Table
11.1 City Parks and Facilities” to see how Coleman Park is identified and then compare its red rectangle
marker to the red shapes for Tidelands Park (2 a.), Monte Young (1a.), to Lili Keiser (10a.), and Del Mar (9a)
Parks. Is there a map for Coleman Park showing the nine (9) acres and current usage?

o Anchor Park: Anchor Park is shown as 2 acres. | questions whether it could even be considered 1
acre? Compare Anchor to Monte Young Park which is shown as 1 acre.

o Skate Park: The skate park at the Teen Center is not included in Table 11.5, but the bike park is. Why?

e Bayshore Buffs Park and North Point: These are shown as natural areas only, but shouldn’t they be
included in Table 11.5, Community based parks? If not, why not? Large portions of Cloisters Park are
natural areas, but included in Table 11.5.

If the total acreage for Morro Bay Parks were recalculated to improve accuracy and eliminate privately owned
lands, the new total would be approximately Twenty (29) acres, not the 49 acres shown in Table 11.5. For my
total | eliminated the privately owned Lila Keiser Park (10 acres), Bonnie Johnson’s Bike Park (4 acres), and
reduced the acreage shown for Coleman Park by 6 acres. This would appear to put Morro Bay at a deficit for
park acreage per 1,000 residents. Please see and review copy of Table 11.5 (Att. 1) which | have included and
shows Ownership.

2. Seek new open space for recreation: | recommend that the new GP/LCP include language to seek new active
park areas for such things as baseball, soccer, and football for our young people. Additionally, for the
wonderful basketball program the city sponsors, additional indoor basketball courts are needed. The only
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baseball diamonds at Lila Keiser are adult sized (back stops way back) and do not have pitching practice

areas. These would be useful for higher paying adult leagues which draw from outside Morro Bay, and Morro
Bay young people. Morro Bay Little League kids have to practice at Lila Keiser, but also at the Cayucos
Elementary school ball field, and have had batting practice in Cambria! Del Mar Elementary does not have an
improved baseball field only a very small backstop and lots of holes in the grass. If we want a City that is multi-
generational, we need to provide recreational sports facilities for our children, and to facilitate the great
programs our City’s Recreation and Parks Department provides to our young people.

3. Morro Elementary School Site: It is my understanding that the closed Morro Elementary School playfield is
currently used for youth soccer, sometimes football, and soccer camps in the summer. The current Morro Bay
General Plan includes the following language: “6. Area 7 — Central Morro Bay a. Civic Area:” “This area... A
long term plan by the school district is to change the use of the Morro Bay Elementary School from a school to
recreation area when there is no longer a demand for an elementary school at this location. (New)”

Please consider working with the School District and including a similar goal -- permanent outdoor active
recreation at Morro Elementary -- in our new General Plan/LCP. The Morro Elementary School playfield
appears to be used to support sports programs, but is not acknowledged in City’s Baseline report.

4. Workshop for Embarcadero and Downtown area. A boundary map for the waterfront/downtown area was used
for public comment and ideas. It did not include the closed Dynegy Power Plant Site. However, those attending
had many suggestions for that area which was indicated by yellow dots affixed to the map. How will you
incorporate community comments affecting the power plant site? And, why wasn’t the closed power plant site
actually included in the area for which the City was seeking comments? Is the GPAC actively seeking re-
use/redevelopment suggestions for the closed power plant site?

5. Rearyard set-back: Consider increasing rear yard set-backs. There is almost no privacy on many
small lots in Morro Bay. Allowing buildings to be built almost to the rear property lines takes away
sunshine, privacy, quiet, and facilitates overly large (huge) homes to be built in Morro Bay. This has
been a problem — new homes too large and out of character with the existing homes (i.e. 1000
Ridgeway). Increasing the required rear year set-back automatically reduces the allowable size of
the new home.

6. Baseline Assessment - “Sidewalks”: “...Similarly, information is not available about the precise locations in Morro
Bay that do not have sidewalks, but these locations are areas in need of improvement and should be identified so
the lack of sidewalks can be corrected. “

We live in the Morro Heights area near the golf course. Please don’t ruin our neighborhood with sidewalks. It’'s very
safe now. Possibly there are some busy streets where pedestrians need protecting with sidewalks.

7. Draft Community Values:

It states: Natural Environment — “and our parks and recreation spaces are healthy, resilient and accessible to
all.” What does “recreation spaces are healthy” mean?? | assume it means, well maintained and safe?

“5C. Limit construction of new chain stores.” Why? What could be better than a Trader Joe’s in Morro
Bay!

“7.B: Preserve and enhance vertical access points.” |suggest you change language to read:_“Preserve, increase
opportunities, and enhance vertical access points along the Embarcadero and elsewhere along the coast.”

The current City GP/LCP contains “POLICY AR-5: “... Whenever feasible in view of the availability of funds, the City
shall acquire accessways in addition to those otherwise acquired as a result of mandatory conditions to
development permit approvals. (LCP p.46)” Please keep this policy.



“8.B: Prohibit or regulate coastal short-term rentals” --- | suggest you prohibit short-term vacation rentals in single
family residentially zoned neighborhoods, but allow them in commercial or mixed-use zones only, for adaptive reuse
of historic buildings as an incentive for rehabilitation, and in a shared housing situations (i.e. a spare bedroom &
bath). Please protect our single family neighborhoods from commercial use intrusion. Additionally, short-term
rentals take houses out of the permanent housing market and forces higher rents for families by limiting and/or
decreasing the full-time rental market.

“8.D: Develop new affordable accommodations.” | support the development of new hotel/motel accommodations in
commercially zoned areas to help protect residential neighborhoods from commercial business ventures such as
Airbnb’s in our neighborhoods.

“9.E: Encourage redevelopment or community use of vacant lots.” Is this publicly owned or privately owned
lots? Why? In-fill development will happen on its own.

“11.D“ ADD: Support the commercial fishing industry by encouraging or facilitating the construction of needed
support facilities and discouraging non-commercial fishing uses/developments.

Remove: “15B and “15D”

“15.B: If warranted, implement paid parking” Please don’t. Instead, include language indicating that “paid parking”
meters should be a last resort, not for revenue generation, and only to force sharing of available parking spots. | don’t
think it is even an issue now. Please don’t make it one.

“15.D: Encourage shared parking” There doesn’t seem to be any need for it.

Thank you for considering my comments and requests. | do read your agendas and reports, but have been unable to
attend your meetings. The first meeting | did attend utilized a “secret” electronic voting system which also
discouraged me from further participation. Thank you for all your hard work and time. Your contribution to our City
is appreciated.

Sincerely, Barbara Doerr

Attachment 1:

11.0 PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE
City of Morro Bay Plan Morro Bay July 2016 Draft Community Baseline Assessment Chapter 11-7

Table 11.5 Ownership
i Park Address Park Amenities Acres Acres| City Other
Anchor Memorial Park 931 Embarcadero - Public observation dock - Benches - 2 2

Drinking fountains - Oval picnic tables

Centennial Parkway 1041 Front Street - Stairway access between Market Ave 1 1
and Front Street - Giant chessboard -
Chess tables - Benches

City Park 750 Harbor Street - Basketball courts - Benches - Drinking 2 2
fountains - Picnic tables - Play area -
WW Il Monument

Cloisters Park 2500-24000 Coral - Wetlands area and walking path - 8 8
Avenue Benches - Restrooms - Picnic tables -
Play area - Barbeques




* Coleman Park 101 Coleman Drive - Harbor walk pedestrian path - Benches 9
- Restrooms - Picnic tables - Basketball
court - Swing set

Del Mar Park 3099 Ironwood Ave - Natural creek - Basketball court - Play 9
area - Roller hockey rink - Amphitheater
- Horseshoe pits - Barbeques - Sports
fields - Dog park - Tennis courts

Lila Keiser Park 1J Street - Baseball/softball fields - Covered picnic 10
area - Barbeque - Play area - Horseshoe
pits

Mariner Memorial Park 500 Embarcadero - Public observation dock - Benches - 1

Drinking fountains

Monte Young Park 24 South Street - Tennis courts - Play area - Public 1
restroom - Picnic areas

Tidelands Park 300 Embarcadero - Play area - Barbecues - Picnic area - 2
Restrooms - Stairs to bay shore

Bonnie Johnson Bike Park 301 Little Morro Creek Bike terrain, including jumps, pump 4
Road track, and other mountain bike features
TOTAL *49
* Total could be reduced further based on re- T otal City owned )

calculation of Coleman Park Acreage Foriell Grncd o Phveie Sasisr




